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nclude making sure that your Pilgrim iy informed and gety to- the Gathering onw
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As the Sponisor of a Pilgrim your service for thak Pilgrim i not complete uniid yow
droduce him or her to-a Reunion Group inthe Conmumunddy ov work with Tomv
Collier to-help them stort a new group.

REMEMBER

The life of the Oconee River Basiny Walk To-Emwmauns Comumunity depends ow
Pilgrims becoming engaged inthe Conwmunity in Reuniow Groups; Gathering
attendoance aond Walk sevvice.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS!

The Boawd membery yow elected at the end of 2014 will formally take their places o
the ORBEC Boawrd of Directory onv Monday, May 11 at the regulow Boawd Meeting.
Dianne Gibsory who-has served as Asscstant Communily lay Divector, will become
Commundly Lay Divector and Susie Presstey will become Assistant CLD. The Board
will elect a new Assistont CLD who-will then become CLD in2016. This paitern., we

hope; will provide stabidily for the leadership Team:




KNOW YOUR ORBEC BOARD MEMBERS

Community Lay Director
Diovwne Gibsow

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE ORBEC BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES? EXACTLY!! EACH MONTH
WE WILL BECOME BETTER INFORMED OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES AND LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT THEM TOO.

Diavwne Gibsow s the new Conuwmunity Lay Director (CLD) for the Oconee River Basin Em-
mauny Comumunity ( ORBEC ). She attended GA -Lina Walk to-Emwmaus #8 and sat at the
Table of Rebecca: Since the inception of ORBEC Diavwne has sexrved ov severad Walks as Tov-
ble Leader, Walk Coordinator, Weekend Lay Director and others. She is well-versed inv The
Upper Roow guidelines for conducting a Walk to- Enumauns Weekend:. Ay Conumunity Lay
Director she iy the Chavirwomon of the ORBEC Boawd of Servanty, ands as such; presides
over regudawly scheduled Board Meetings, calls special Meetings, presides over the Monthly
Gatherings, and attends Closing Cevemonies of all Walks to-welcome new members to-the
Comumunity.

Diavwme’s termv as CLD will last two-years, and she has two-primary goals for her term
First, she wanty to-place o stronger emphasis ovw prayer within the Community. Second,
she hopes that thwough prayer and av concerted effort by ouwr members we carv become v
movre cohesive Commumnity.

Dicvvwne lives witihv her husband Harold i Uniow Poink, GA. She retived from Social Ser -
vices and ax o CNA, part time inv v Nursing Home; avyear or so-ago. She and Harold love
to-travel; as evidenced by their whirlwind trip across the country last sumuner. She iy also-
aw owvid moviegoer. Dianne has 6 childreny 17 grandchildrew and 4 great grandchil-
dren. She and Harold enjoy spending time with all of them as oftexv as possible: Dianwne
has had another passiov ivv her life for over 20 years now. She iy active invthe Kaivos Pris-
owMinistry. She and her teams go-into-Womew's prisons and conduct o Walk to-Enumnauis.
created for the prisorenwironment. Thiy makesthe weekend different inv many ways from
ouwr traditional Walk to-Emumauns weekend, but the common thiread of the 2 weekends is the
Love of God and His Sovy Jesus Chwist, which iy shawed by all iv attendance. Dianne will
appreciate the prayers of the Community as she beging her tenure as ORBEC’y new CLD.
S.C. DeColoves

@ﬂ Spotlight ow Reuniow Groups @
The Oconee Fishermew

This group of mewv developed their Reunion Group after the Oconee River Basin Walk #1

was completed in2011. They meet every Tuesday morning at 7:30 AM at Walker UMC.

This group has; intheir own view, too- many membery at atotal of 12. They admit that

they are unable to- split into-2-3 smaller groups of o move desivable sige. No-members will

leave: They say it's a “love thang’.




Every meeting beging with the Prayer to-the Holy Spirit; and o devotiow is givew by differ-
ent membersy each week: Thisy always leads to-av discussionn which includes 1) whew did we
feel closest to- Chwist invthe past weeks 2) how were we disciples for Chwist inthe last week;
and 3) did we hawe any problems and or blessings in the past week?

The membery feel they are resporsible and accountable to-each other, and they all thinks
that the Reunion Group enhances their individual walks with Christ. Member Jack Phaves
says;  It's like being recharged every week.” Atthe end of the meeting different members
close with prayer.

Every member of the Oconee Fishermen group has participated in Emmans Walks. They
look forward to- sponsoring Pilgrims, and have made donations to-the Scholarship Fund
for every Walk.

There’s little doubt of the love between the members; because if one of the group s il and
cannot go-to-the meeting; the meeting iy brought to-themu. Some membery are active iy
the Atlasy Ministry, the Penfield Christion Home and the Kairoy Ministry. AUl feel blessed by
their membership inthe Oconee Fishermen Group.

Are yow o member of o Enumaus Rewnion Group?

If yow ave: “Congratulations!” If yow are not a member of v Reuniow group yow awe

migsing av wonderful opportunity. "If yow would like to- stowt-up a new contuct Towv
Collier, Board, Servg«gpwfor RMGVO@&@ 706-296 - 953Lg,) whow%%yoww{ﬂvﬁw

process. The following people conv arswer questions as welli
Linda Erviw @ 706 -473-9082/ Hank Raehwnw @ 678-333-6948/ Flo-Douglas @ 478-451-7866

Fromthe Desk of Susie Pressley

My name is Susie Pressley. I went onthe North GA Walk to-Emuwmauns wherve I sat at
the Table of Esther. I worship withy my husband, Kenneth, at Greensboro-1st
Presbyterion Chuwrchi It has beenv my great honor and pleasure to-serve as your
Commumnity Layy Director for the last two-years.

Yow did it! Walks #11 and #12 werethe Best Walks Ever!

Owr thanks go-to- Lay Divectors Barboara Agonw and Mawty Phillips; who-have
worked and planned for over a yeawr for these Walks and to-their Conference Roomw
Teanm. Thank yow for saying “yes’. Thank yow for writing Talks; previewing Talks;
rewriting Talksy and giving Talks! Thank yow for loving owr Pilgrims inv Chwist’s
name.

To-the Support Teams and to-their Leaders; Teresa Osborne and Kew Langolf...Yow
were awesome-serving way beyond the call of duty! Thank yow for the long houry
yow worked and for the delicious food yow served. Thank yow for weawing the
cragy chickeww haty and the tacky fashion show outfity. Thank yow for loving owr
Pigrims in Christ’s noune.

We always savy the most important job- in Emumauts iy Spornsorship. So-most of
all=Thank yow Spovsorsl! It was evident that yow had prayerfully and
thoughtfully chosenthe people yow irwited to-come onvthese Walks. Thank yow for
loving owr Pilgrims in Christ’s naume.



Thank yowto-Pilgrims! Thank yow for trusting us thwough three long-let me say it
again-thwee l-o-n-g days! We pray that God used us to-bless yow and to- remind
yow of just how much e loves yow. We look forwawrd to-knowing yow better as we
shawre and enjoy Reunion Groups and Gatherings and as we work together o
Fundraisers and Walks in years to- come:

And first, Last and always -Thank yow God for Your faithful guidance and grace
to-thiy Community. There were times we wondered how Yow would do- it, but we
never doubted that Yow would do- it

And; finally, I want to-thank all of yow for yowr support and your provyers over
these last two- yeaws. I hawe loved being Conmununity Lay Director, and I look
forwawrd to- serving with our new CLD, Diawnne Gibson; ay she takes nmy place.

De Coloves and God Bless each of yow richly. Susie

Fourth Doy
Mawrch 2015

My naune iy Hank Raelwy; I attended Georgio-Carolina Walk to-Ewuwmaurs #106 and
sat at the table of Johw. To-better understand my 4th Day, I need for yowto-
understond a bit of my history.

I became av believer inv Texas invthe spring of 1977, over half my lifetime ago- Fromv
1978 to-2004, I was o leader in Bible Study Fellowship in Texas; Georgiow andy
California. During those years; I attended o vawiety of mew's retreaty and
conferences and got a lot out of each one of thewu. I never heard about anw
Emmaus Walk: I had moved from the Saw Francisco-Bay Areato-Conyers; GA inv
1990 and continued in BSF leadership for the next 5 years. But while living inv
Conyers from 1990 to-2007, I heard nothing about any mew's groups; retreaty or
conferences even thoughv I attended chuwch regilowly. My fomily moved fromv
Conyers to-the Lake Oconee area invJune 2007, and shortly after getting settled in
I heawd about avgroup of guwys that met every Thursday morning for Bible Study
and fellowship. After moving three times betweerv 2007 and 2009, I walked inv
uninwited one chilly Thursday morning to-that Thursday morning mew's group
which has beenw meeting regulanly since the mid-1990’s:

That was o change point inv my life; because I met Jeff Wilsov. Jeff and I clicked
adlmost immediately. Shortly after my first meeting with the Thawsday morning
group, Jeff told me about another group that he belonged to; guys who- referred to-
themuselves as Promise-Keepers. Jeff; like Barnabas did for Paul; introduced we to-
the Promise-Keepers who- have been meeting weekly since 1995.



Recall that ever since becoming o believer in1977, I had never heard of Enunaus.
Mot of these Promise~-Keepers had been onv an Emmans Walk and many of thew
had worked ovw several Walks ever since:

Jeff shared with me that his Enunaus Walk o long time ago-was av mowker event ivv
his life; but, frankly, I was not interested in going onone: After ally I'd beew inv
BSF for about 27 yearsy and onw many retreaty and conferences for nearly 32 years,
so-what could be so-special about another one? After gently nudging me for over 2
yeaws; and; frankly, because I had no-reason not to-go; Jeff sponsored me to-Walk
#106.

That’s the Prologue.......Now, the Epilogue of the 4th Day and beyond.

I do not remember much of the details of the weekend of my Enmumaus Walk: But,
what I do-remember was that weekend crystudiged my thought process about how I
might spend my 4th Day and all the ones afterwards; because I desive to-finishe
well.

I hawe av checkered past in “coming alongside” guwys who- said they wanted to-grow
spiritually. Some flamed out gloriowsly, but some really grew. I recalled some over
those 25 -plus years who- said they were grateful that owur Lovd saw fit to-have our
livey intersect.

Thew I realiged that some of the guys who- attended that Emmaus Walk realiged
that their spiritual walk had plateaued for whatever reason. They expressed their
interest inv becoming more spiritually matuwre and didwt want to-lose the momen-
twv of the weekend.

I recalled that Rabbi Jesus was really wnusual in His day because He chose His
disciples; rather than the customary way at the time of disciples choosing their
rabbi. So-thethought came to-me to-choose men withy whom I could “come
alongside.” So-ever since I have been explaining what believing what the Bible
sayy about appropriating the resources God has made owailable to-us to- meet life
situations....and demonstrating the relevance of the thiee “S’s” inv their lives—-
Scripture; the Holy Spivit and Saints.
The past several years have beenv among the most fulfiling in my life, and all
begav with Jeff' s inwitation to-go- o a Walk to- Enunauns: I want to-close withvthis
aio

I believe the key to-a healthy and growing Enmumaus Community lies withv Sponsors
withivv the Conmwmunity intwo-ways.

1) by selecting aprospective pilgrim to-attend a weekend and the Gatherings
afterwords and encouraging him/her to-get connected withvanw Emumaus Reuniow
Group

2) by personally irvwesting irv and encouraging your pilgrim to-continue his/her
spiritual maturity to-live life consistently from Godr's perspective

I'mv grateful for the opportunity to- contribute to-that movement and want yow to-
think about doing so-also-

De Coloves



EMMAUS GATHERING

AT Mawch 2015 Walker UMC g

Yo'l come and share invthe funw and fellowship at the Gathering onwMay 8, 2015 at
Mike Rainey’s form located at 725 Peav Ridge Rd. Eatonon; GA at 6 PM. We will
have Boawd furnished Hot Dogs: Yow bring sides and drinks:



The Clergy Corner

With thig being the week after Walks #11 and #12 I was especially pleased to-
receive the following piece from Reverend Jawmes Smith, Pastor of Wesley
Chapel UMC invEafonton, GA. It iy very meaningful for new Members and iy o
good reminder for all Emumaus Community Members; It is a good way to-
prioritize and planw owr Fourth Day i service of our Lovd and Sawior,
Jesus Chwist

‘Tesus has anv agendafor us. He had anw agenda when He gathered
together His disciples as they walked about doing good and He still has awv
agenda for ustoday. If yow look back through the Gospels, Jesus is not
doing random acty of kindness. He is onv v very specific and focuseds
mission. Every move he makes unfolds yet another manifestatior of what it
looks like whenw God rules. It looks like the reversal of all that is wrong inv
the world: Jesus cally us to-contivuwe to-walk in His shoes and to-bring
about the Kingdom of God: “Pastor, I awm not Jesus and I conwt do-what He
did.” While ow one hand that iy true; onthe other hand He gave us the
Holy Spirit to-give usy power to- accomplishv mivacles through Him: And Jesus
decloved; “Greater things that yow hawve seenw me do; yow shall do-” (Johw
14:12)

What’s your agenda after reading this scripture? Dow't be v wanderer ivv

generality, but be specifically meaningful inv all that yow do. Sit dowr
and write out your new agenda for Jesus.”
James Smitiv

Sheryl Causey
De Colovey
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The Following Pages are for Informational Purposes:

Periodically, there will be vawious subjects covered,
as well as Walk to- Emumauns Forms for your use iv
preparation for o Walk or for wse irv recrwiting.

Inthis Newsletter there is a description of Walk to-
Enmumauns Guidelines and Sponsorship Responsibilities:

D

If you have an item for the Newsletter or if you would like to
help with the Newsletter or Publicity please email:

Susie Pressley at jimmiepressley@yahoo.com

or Sheryl Causey at sacbanker@att.net.

De(C: ares!
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Why Men's Events Precede Women's Events:

Men’s Emmaus experiences do not precede women's Walks for theological reasons. This scheduling pattern does
not reinforce a belief that men are the spiritual heads of the household and that wives should follow their lead.
The reasons for this scheduling pattern are historical and practical. Cursillo's original intent was to reclaim men
for Christas committed members of Christ's church; women's weekends were a later development.

The pattern of scheduling sets of three-day short courses with the men's events preceding the women's also encour-
ages more men to participate than might otherwise and to break the machismo inclination to leave the business of
religion and church to the women. Early on, Cursillo leaders observed that husbands were less likely to attend a re-
ligious weekend than their wives and, in some cases, less likely to participate if their wives had gone first. They also
observed that husbands would go on a weekend if their participation enabled their wives to participate. Women, on
the other hand, seemed just as likely to participate after their husband's weekend as before. There generalizations
do not characterize all husbands and wives today. But in families where these generalizations are true, the likeli-
hood of those husbands participating increases when the men's Walk precedes the women's.

Guidelines:

The sponsor should present the information about The Walk to the husband and the wife at the same time. Both
parties have the opportunity to get the information firsthand and in each other's company. Each partner may ask

questions and hear the questions raised by the spouse. If one partner does not choose to attend the Walk to Em-
maus, the sponsor should:

Suggest that the couple think and pray about the decision for six to nine months. During this time, the couple
may discuss and pray about attending The Walk to Emmaus. It is strongly recommended that the couple also
meet and discuss the subject with their pastor. After that time, the sponsor should talk with them again. If the one
partner is still disinterested, then sponsor the one who does want to attend, being assured that the other partner
agrees. Note that if one spouse does not participate in the church, or is of another faith, and understands and
supports his or her spouse's involvement, you need not wait the suggested six-to-nine-month period. The key is
that the participant's attendance and subsequent activities will not adversely affect the marriage.

Submit an Equal Commitment Declaration Form'along with the standard sponsor's sheet.

If the registrar receives such an application without the sponsor's declaration, he/she should call the sponsor and
ask if they have had this conversation with the couple and discussed all the aspects listed in the Equal Commit-
ment Declaration. If they say they have, the registrar proceeds as normal to place the candidate on the next availa-
ble Walk. If not, the registrar will tell the sponsor that the application will be held until the sponsor has had this
discussion. At that time they are to call or email the registrar stating that the discussion has taken place and they
desire to have the candidate placed in the next available Walk. The sponsor should then forward the Declaration

Form to the registrar as soon as possible.If the non-attending spouse is not supportive of the candidate making the
Walk, then the application should be discarded and any funds submitted should be returned.



Emmaus
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The equal commitment rule does not mean that the non-attending spouse may never at-
tend or that a wife can go to Emmaus unless her husband has gone first The non-
attending spouse may decide at a later date that he/she would like to go on the Walk to
Emmaus. It is all in God’s hands and His timing. It is strongly recommended that sponsors
Sfamiliarize themselves with the equal commitment rule as it is written in the Sponsorship"

EVERYTHING YOU COULD EVER WANT TO KNOW ABOUT SPONSORSHIP

On the following pages you will find several documents to help you as you invite your

friends to join our Emmaus Community.

C?

~ \\(\/ Sponsorshlp

t—'ﬂ

Jo‘@
***SPECIAL SPONSORSHIP SECTION***

We often hear in Emmaus circles that “the most important job in Emmaus is sponsorship” and It is! Without the
thoughtful, prayerful, intentional act of sponsorship there would be no Emmaus.

So let’s start with the very basic facts about sponsorship and how to doit. __ The only way anyone can attend a
Walk to Emmaus is to be sponsored by a member of the Emmaus community. Anyone who has attended a Walk to
Emmaus, Cursillo, Chrysallis, or Tres Dias Weekend may sponsor someone to go on one of our Oconee River Basin

Walks.

It’s important and easy. Here’s how:

Step 1 - Pray for potential pilgrims. Ask God to help you understand which of your friends and relatives
would benefit and enjoy, not just going on a Walk, but being a part of our community.

Step 2 - Make time to explain Emmaus to your friend and to answer questions. Some good resource mate-
rial explaining The Walk to Emmaus are available at The Upper Room Website - www.upperroom.org or on the
ORB website www.orbec.org , or from any Board Servant at Gatherings. Remember, there are no secrets!

Ideally husband and wife are invited, as a couple, to attend back to back weekends. Men’s weekends are
first, Women’s a week or so later. There are practical and spiritual reasons for this practice. Thisis not a hard and
fast rule. If you share the information and invitation with a married couple and the wife wishes to go but the hus-
band does not, the couple must decide, but the wife is welcome to attend.

Step 3—Download an application form from www.orbec.org or contact Clif Smith, Board Sponsorship
Servant at clifsmith39@gmail.com

YOUR PILGRIM HAS SAID “YES” and you have the application with the pastor’s signature. Wonderful!
Of course you have been praying for your pilgrim as you invited them. Don’t stop now! Prayer is your greatest re-
sponsibility. But what comes next?



Lay Director, at jimmiepressley@yahoo.com or Mike Percival, Registrar, at mpercl792@gmail.com or call me at
404-630-7592 and let us know that the application is coming. Mail the application (with the Pilgrim fee of $200 or
a deposit of 3100 if possible) and mail the Sponsor’s Info Sheet (We must have your information) to:

Attn: Mike Percival

ORBEC

6350 Lake Oconee Parkway

Suite 102 -29

Greensboro, GA 30642

5- Letters: Contact close friends and family of the pilgrim and ask for letters. You will find a sample request letter
with detailed instructions below. You should try to have 8-10 letters and must have a spouse letter and a pastor
letter. If there is no spouse, be sure to tell someone on the team. Bring these letters to Send Off. After the pil-
grims leave, a LETTER BOX will be provided to put them in.

6- For Your Pilgrim: Download the “What to Bring” list from our website www.orbec.org and give it to your
pilgrim.

It’s a good idea to take your pilgrim to lunch or to meet at some other time before the weekend to answer any ques-
tions he/she might have and to reassure him/her about their decision. Encourage both husband and wife to attend.

Be prepared to make yourself available to care for the needs of your pilgrim’s family or spouse forthe weekend.
You will be the emergency contact for your pilgrim but will only have contact with him/her in the event of emer-
gency.

7- Thursday’s Send Off Dinner: Pick your pilgrim up at their home and be sure they have dinner be-
fore you bring them to the camp.

We will be serving pilgrims, sponsors and team at the Send Off Dinner at 5:30 at Union Chapel Methodist
Church near the back entrance to Rock Eagle. It’s a nice icebreaker. The cost is 310. Sponsors usually

treat their pilgrims.

For directions to Union Chapel http://www.ngumec.org/churches/detail/1829

Address: 225 Union Chapel Rd, Eatonton, GA 31024

8— Registration 6:00-6:45: After you eat, take your pilgrim to Rock Eagle. Tell the guard at the gate that
you are with the Emmaus group and ask for directions to the Gas Building.
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You will check your pilgrim in at the table you will see set up in front of the building. You may park in front of
the building while you unload but will then be asked to move to the area designated for parking.

If the team fees have not been paid, Mike Percival, the Registrar, will be there to collect them foryour convenience
and to direct you to the cabin, room and bed reserved for your pilgrim. You and one of our smiling team members
will take your pilgrim and their baggage to the room and find the bed with their name on it.

9-Send Off 7:00 After settling your pilgrim in you will take them to the Pool Pavilion (a shortwalk) on the
hill right across from the Gas Building for Send Off. He/she will sit with you until his/her name is called by the
Lay Director at 7:00.

During all of this time it is best if everyone refrains from a lot of hugging and greeting so that the pilgrims will not
feel left out.

10- Sponsor’s Hour: After the pilgrims leave the pavilion at 7:00, you will remain in the pavilion for Spon-
sor’s Hour. You will have a chance to hold your pilgrim’s cross and pray for him/her.

If you are serving on the team on the weekend and you are sponsoring a pilgrim: If possible have another mem-
ber of our community who knows your pilgrim take over these Send Off duties for you. If that is not possible or if
you think it is not wise, your duties as sponsor come first. Tell the Lay Director or Support Coordinator ahead of
time and they will explain how you can handle thesituation.

11— Saturday 7:30 Candlelight: Come to the gate, tell the guard that you are with the Emmaus group and

ask directions to the Rock Chapel. Park on the opposite side of the street from the chapel and down a little to be
out of the way.

The Community will hear announcements and perhaps sing a few songs while we wait for the pilgrims who will
come into the pavilion at about 4:00.The community will visit as we gather outside Rock Chapel, but when you
come into the church you will find a subdued and reverent spirit. Please speak quietly or take this time to medi-
tate and pray for your pilgrim either in your seat or at the altar.

The community will hear a report on the progress of the weekend and will share communion. You will be given
instructions.

12— Sunday 3:00:  Come to Rock Eagle to the cabin where your pilgrim was staying and gather their
things, which should be on their bed. You will then go to the Pool Pavilion where you had Send Off.

Always - at send Off, Candlelight and Closing, the community is prepared to wait for the pilgrims. They are never
rushed through an experience to meet a specific time schedule. This is part of the agape we give them for the

weekend.

All of the weekend events are only for those who have been on a Walk in any Emmaus or other 4th Day Commu-
nity. They are not for visitors, even family. Each of these events is part of the experience shared by only the 4th

DeC :‘.2464.’

Day Community and the pilgrims.
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- After Closing - you will take your pilgrim home. On the way you will have time to:

1-Invite them to join you at your Reunion Group. If you don’t have a Reunion Group email Tom Col-
lier, the Reunion Group Board Servant, at

tomandbjc@yahoo.com and he will help find a group for your pilgrim (and for you!)

2-Give them the dates of the next Gathering. "7 =

3 - On Monday morning, if possible, call your pilgrim to check on them. Pick them up for Reunion
Group and then bring them to the next Gathering. Get them an application towork the next Walk
with you and help them as they sponsor pilgrims for that Walk.

Don’t forget that post walk sponsorship duties are just as important as inviting someone in the first place! A Walk
to Emmaus is a once in a lifetime experience — there are no do-overs - so we have just this one time to get it right!

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to call me at 404-630-7592 or email me at jimmiepress-
le ahoo.com

= e W M o

EmmausCommunity

Resources for Sponsors and prospective Pilgrims:
Just click or double click (depends on your system) on any of the red printing to take you to the video or article.

Video link - http://vimecom/8697255 You could cut and paste the link into an email and send to a friend as a way to
introduce the Walk.

Rock Eagle: http://www.rockeagle (These pictures don’t show the new cabins which all ORBEC Walks will be us-
ing.) This is an example if you’d like to share it.




